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Walking in love means FORGIVING others.

The ultimate example of God’s “forgiving love” is also found in Jesus 
Christ. Ephesians 1:7 states that, “In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace.” God’s love is seen in the forgiveness of our sins through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. The grace and continual nature of forgiveness 
were demonstrated and taught by Jesus.

8.   How have you seen a follower of Christ demonstrate forgiveness to 
another person?

9.   In what way this week could you show God’s love to someone through 
forgiveness?

From Study to Life
10.   What are some things from the sermon that emphasize, add, or give 
application to what we have been talking about in our small group?

11.   What matters for prayer do you have from this study and discussion? 
Take time as a group to pray and pray on your own throughout the 
upcoming week.



Introduction
Our “walk” is our life. In his writings in the New Testament, the apostle 
Paul uses “walking” as a synonym for “living”. If we are followers of Christ 
then our daily living needs to be all about behaving godly which will show 
itself as we “walk in love”, “walk in purity”, “walk in the light”, and “walk 
in wisdom”. These four aspects of our walk come from the first twenty 
verses of Ephesians chapter 5 and form our church-wide teaching series, 
“Walk Like Jesus”. 

Opening Reflection
1.   Share about a situation where you observed someone mimicking 
someone else.  Was it good, funny, or sad?

2.   How does the idea of imitating God strike you?  In trying to live your 
life like God, what would you find most difficult?

3.  Is there a specific area of your life in which you are making a 
concentrated effort to imitate God?

Overview and Discussion Questions
The idea of “imitating God” may at first seem unrealistic and way out 
there beyond what makes sense but, the concept was actually not unusual 
in Jewish and Greek thought at the time the Bible was written.  

As a follower of Christ our ethics are to be determined by God’s character. 
Right and wrong for our behaviour and attitudes flows from paying 
attention to God and then following what God is like. Love is a huge part 
of the character of God. God is love (I John 4:15-16). Imitating God’s love 
requires a knowledge of what characterizes His love and results in actions 
related to sacrifice and forgiveness.
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Reality #1: Imitating God’s love requires knowing what God’s love is 
like. God’s love can be described as actively unselfish, others-oriented, 
initiating, and sacrificial.

4.   Read John 3:16 and Philippians 2:1-5 and list your observations about 
God’s love.

Reality #2: We imitate God’s love, as seen in Christ, through sacrifice     
and forgiveness.
5.   Read the Great Commandment as recorded in Matthew 22:34-40 and 
consider the three-fold aspect of it as you discuss the following:  Are there 
any boundaries that should be in place as we attempt to demonstrate 
such love? If yes, then how should they exist?

Walking in love means SACRIFICING for others.

The ultimate example of God’s “sacrificial love” is found in His Son 
Jesus Christ. In Romans 5:8 we read, “But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus 
demonstrated God’s love by sacrificing for others and giving up His life. 
He showed God’s sacrificial love in the way He lived His life and through 
His teachings; lessons like going the extra mile, giving your coat, not 
just your shirt, and being a helpful friend to all people like the “Good 
Samaritan”. Read I John 3:16-18

6.   How have you seen a follower of Christ sacrifice in some way to help 
another person?

7.   In what way this week could you show God’s love to someone by 
sacrificing something?
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